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Dear Friends,

Mention the word ‘Christmas’ and people either roll thelr eyes and
glare, saying Pon't mention that word” or smugly say ‘('ve done
my shopping, cards ete.” For children, eyes light up with expectation
and excitement at the thought of Christmas. For those of us who
have been around a while, the adverts on the television annoy and
distract when they start tn October. The trees and decorations are
up in November. The shops have carol musak and are Looking woe-
begone by the 25th Decenber; and by the 26th itis all over bar the
shouting. No wonder that a Lot of people just wish Chirdstmas would go away. |

Let us take another Look, have a different perspective for Christmas A
n 201=. The clue is tn the name itself, that is, God’s communion with huwmanity. God became
Just like you and me. God in hwman form. Jesus, a baby born, just as every human (s born,
into a family, to make the world his family. Advent, that is the Church’s thme of preparation
and waiting, begins on December 1st and ends on Christmas Bve. The Christimas Festival then
lasts for 12 days ‘till the eth January when we celebrate the Epiphany, the coming of the wise
men to Mary and the child Jesus.

What if (instead of panic buying and wrapping unsuitable and wunaffordable gifts that will
be exchanged or given away) we take a step back for a moment. If You have money to spare
this year why wot give it to a good cause that is veally desperate for cash or even your valunble
sparve time. Tell your family what you intend to do and Llet them understand that you Love
them no Less but there are others that are wore in need at this thwe. The obvious charity just
now Ls the crisis in the Philippines. Please give to them what You can. We cannot kinow what it
Ls not to have food, clean water to drink or a voof over our heads. with all the travuma of Loss of
family, home, jobs and businesses or what the future may bring, where do they even start?

owne of the pictures of a baby born bnto that erisis is the one that gives me hope for the future. It
represents a new beginning, even amongst the chaos that was going on all around the people.

December the 25th s the pieture of our Christian hope for the future, that a child is born, a son

ts given for all huwmanity, to show God's Love for us, here and now. Let us pass on that Love and
regard for our fellow travellers on this good earth by giving away what we can afford to give
without asking for any retwrn. For the veturn is the love that Jesus has for You. You are his
child and his family, the family that you belong to.

May you have the Peace of God this Christmas.

Jawne.

December 2013



Sunday Services in December
Please see separate notice for Christmag
services and events

1st December

Advent Sunday
Ashwater 9.30 Morning Worship
4.30pm Chris tingle

Beaworthy 6. 30pm Evensong BCP
Clawton 10. 30 Holy Communion

Halwill 11.00 Morning Worship

Tetcott 5.30pm. Tea and informal
worship

oT Isaiah 2: 1-5

NT Romans 13: 11-14

Gospel Matthew 24: 36-44

8th December

Second Sunday of Advent

Ashwater 9.30 Holy Communion
Beaworthy 11.00 Morning Worship
Clawton 10.30 Morning Worship

Halwill 11.00 Holy Communion
oT Isaiah 11: 1-10

NT Romans 15: 4-13

Gospel Matthew 3: 1-12

15th December

Third Sunday of Advent

Ashwater 9.30 Family Worship

Beaworthy  6.30 pm Candlelit Carol Service
followed by refreshments

Clawton 10.30  Holy Communion

Halwill 11.00 Morning Worship
oT Isaiah 35: 1-10

NT James 5: 7-10

Gospel Matthew 11: 2-11

22nd December

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Ashwater 7.00pm Carol Service
Beaworthy  11.00am Morning Service
Clawton 7.00pm Carol Service
Halwill 7.00pm Carol Service
oT Isaiah 7: 10-16

NT Romans 1: 1-7

Gospel Matthew 1: 18-25

29th December

First Sunday of Christmas
11.00 Benefice Family Communion at Halwill

7.00pm Candlelit Carol Service at Luffincott]
oT Isaiah 63: 7-9
NT Hebrews 2:10-18

Gospel Matthew 12: 13-23

Prayers for Advent and Christmas

t Pray that we may use the season of Advent
not only to prepare for our celebration of
Christodos birth, but
His coming again.

t Pray for the children of this Benefice and this
land, that they may grow in their understanding
of the true meaning of Christmas.

t Pray for those who are lonely, and those who
find Christmas a time of sadness.

t Pray for those who are grieving the loss of a
loved one.
t Pray for those who are far from home this

Christmas, especially those serving with our
forces overseas

t Remember those who have no home to go to,
including the homeless in our country, and
refugees overseas.

Did you know that the Benefice has a Prayer
Chain? There is a group of people who will
respond quickly to requests for prayer, and
do so in full confidence. If you ever need
prayer for yourself or for a loved one, pass
on your request through Rev. Jane (01409
211205)
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Christmas Diary

1 December Ashwater Church. The Chil drendés Society Chr
children of all ages) 4.30pm.
8 December Ashwater Parish Hall. The Tetcott Singers and The Stowford

Singers in concert. With a light supper. Tickets (£5) from Lyn
Jennings (Tel: 211212)

14 and 15 December Ashwater Church. Christmas Tree Festival. Saturday: 1100am to 4.00pm.
Sunday: special Family Worship at 9.30am. Church open until 4.00pm.
Refreshments available.

15 December Beaworthy Church. Traditional candlelight service of Readings and
Carols at 6.30pm, with refreshments afterwards.

20 December Halwill Parish Hall. Halwill Village Candlelit Carols. 7.00pm
Ashwater Village Hall. Fine Kettle of Fish and AYM Christmas Party.
6.30pm to 9.00pm

22 December Ashwater, Clawton and Halwill Parish Churches. Traditional candlelit

Carol Services. All at 7.00pm. At Tetcott Parish Hall: Village Carols and
bring and share supper. With Tetcott Choir. 7.00pm

Christmas Eve Ashwater Parish Church. Crib Service at 4.30pm. Tetcott Parish
Church. Carols and Coffee. 7.00pm. Halwill Parish Church (combining
with Beaworthy) Holy Communion. 8.00pm. Clawton Parish Church.
Holy Communion at 8.30pm. Ashwater Parish Church. Holy
Communion at 11.30pm

Christmas Day Beaworthy Church. Benefice Holy Communion. 9.00am. Halwill Baptist
Chapel. United Churches Family Worship. 10.30am



